
Symbols & Emblems of the Holy
Spirit

Concord Community Church
September 01, 2024

The Holy Spirit as a Mighty Wind
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Today, we investigate/enquire/probe/explore into a powerful and dynamic image
of the Holy Spirit—the mighty wind. This imagery, rich in Biblical symbolism,
reveals profound truths about the Spirit’s role in our lives. As we explore this
concept, let us open our hearts and minds to the transformative, empowering,
and life-giving presence of the Holy Spirit.

Scriptural Foundation: Our primary text is found in the book of Acts,
describing the Pentecost experience:

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the
whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”
(Acts 2:1-4)

This vivid portrayal of the Spirit as a mighty wind introduces us to its
transformative power. Let us explore the Biblical significance of this image
through three key aspects.

1. The Wind of Transformation

The mighty wind of the Holy Spirit symbolizes profound transformation. Just as
wind reshapes the land, the Spirit brings radical change in our lives.

In the Old Testament, we see the transformative power of the Spirit in the
creation narrative:

“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (Genesis 1:2)

The Spirit’s presence brought order and life to chaos. Similarly, the Spirit
transforms our chaotic lives, making them new and whole.

Jesus elaborates on this concept in John 3:8:

“The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So, it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.”

The Spirit’s transformative work in us is often invisible but deeply impactful.
Like the wind, the Spirit moves us toward spiritual renewal and growth, often in
ways we do not fully understand but trust in faith.
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The prophet Ezekiel offers a powerful image of this transformation in Ezekiel
37:9-10:

“Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to
it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and
breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ So, I prophesied as he commanded
me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a
vast army.”

Here, the Spirit, or breath, brings life to what was dead, symbolizing the new
life and transformation that the Holy Spirit offers to us.

2. The Wind of Power

The mighty wind of the Holy Spirit also represents divine power. In Acts 1:8,
Jesus promises:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

The Spirit’s power is not just about individual strength but about empowering us
for the mission of God.

In the Old Testament, the Spirit empowered leaders like Samson:

“The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart
with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat.” (Judges 14:6)

This example highlights the Spirit’s ability to empower us to overcome great
challenges.

The Spirit also empowers us through spiritual gifts, as outlined in 1 Corinthians
12:4-7:

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There
are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of
working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to
each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”

The Spirit’s power is meant for service and building up the body of Christ,
equipping us to live out our faith with boldness and effectiveness.
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3. The Wind of Divine Presence

Finally, the mighty wind represents the very presence of God. This image
conveys the idea of God being intimately involved in our world.

In the New Testament, we see the Spirit’s presence in the Baptism of Jesus:

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him.” (Matthew 3:16)

Although the image here is a dove, the Spirit’s presence is equally powerful and
life-giving, akin to a mighty wind.

In the Old Testament, God’s presence was manifested through powerful winds,
such as in 1 Kings 19:11-12:

“The Lord said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord,
for the Lord is about to pass by.’ Then a great and powerful wind tore the
mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not
in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.
And after the fire came a gentle whisper.”

This passage shows that while the wind represents God’s power, His presence
can also come in quiet moments. The Spirit is always present, whether in
mighty manifestations or gentle nudges.

Conclusion

As we consider the Holy Spirit as a mighty wind, let us be open to its
transformative, empowering, and ever-present work in our lives. May we
welcome the Spirit’s work to reshape us, empower us for God’s mission, and
assure us of His divine presence.

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the mighty wind of Your Holy Spirit. We ask
that You let the Spirit’s transformative power work in our lives, that we may be
renewed and empowered for Your service. Fill us with Your presence and guide
us in Your truth. May we be ever mindful of Your Spirit’s work in us and
through us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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